
A List of Robert Salter’s Flies: 1823:  
The Modern Angler: 29 patterns 

From: Lawrie: English Trout Flies. 1967 
 
Hooks on rapid streams: 9 or 10 
Hooks on slow deep streams: 5 or 6 
 
1. Blue Dun: 
Wings:   Starling (upright) 
Body:   Blue Fox fur mixed with a little yellow camlet. 
Note: this fly is often made with a light dun hackle instead of a wing. 
 
2. Marlow Buzz: 
Hackle:  pale red cock, black at the root. 
Body:   Peacock hurl or black Ostrich hurl, ribbed with silver twist 
 
3. Camlet Fly: 
Wings:   pale blue feather from under a Woodpigeon’s wing 
Body:   yellow camlet 
 
4. Stone Fly: 
Wings:   Peahen’s feather (four wings) 
Body:  brown hare’s ear fur with nearly the same quantity of yellow 

camlet 
Ribbing:  yellow silk 
Legs:   a grizzle hackle, twice under the wings 
Note: often tied without wings. 
 
5. March Brown: 
Wings:   (upright) shaded part of a Partridge tail, or brown hen’s neck 
Body:  brown Hare’s ear fur mixed with a small proportion of lemon 

mohair 
Legs:   partridge hackle wrapped thrice around the wings 
Note: on small streams, tie as a dropper with a Partridge back hackle without 
wings. 
 
6. Cowdung Fly: 
Wings:   Partridge wing (flat) or small ginger hackle 
Body:   orange mohair, short and thick 
 
7. Peacock Fly: 
Wings:   Peahen’s feather (upright), or brown hen feather 
Body:   Peacock hurl 
Legs: three turns of a small dark dun hackle 
 
 

8. Sandfly: 
Wings:   Landrail 
Body:   brightest part of a hare’s neck 
Ribbing:  orange silk. 
Note: may be tied hackle wise with a ginger hackle or Wren’s tail 
 
9. Gravel Fly (a small fly) 
Wings:   Peahen or brown hen’s feather 
Body:   lead-colored silk, a little waxed 
Legs:   three turns of Plover’s topping 
 
10. Down Fly: 
Wings:   any soft white feather 
Body:   white rabbit fur 
Legs:   two turns of a small white hackle 
 
11. Orange Fly: 
Wings:   Fieldfare’s tail, or hacklewise with a dark dun hackle 
Body:   orange silk 
 
12. Black Gnat: 
Wings:   lightest Starling 
Body:   Ostrich hurl (black) short and thick 
Legs:   a small light dun hackle 
 
13. Hawthorn Fly: 
Wings:   palest Starling 
Body:   black Ostrich hurl, long and slender 
Legs:   three turns of Plover’s top 
 
14. Iron Blue: 
Wings:   hen Blackbird tail 
Body:   mole’s fur 
Legs:   a short dark dun hackle, three turns 
 
15. Willow Fly: 
Wings:   hacklewise, yellow 
Body:   yellow camlet 
Legs:   hacklewise yellow 
Ribbing:  green silk 
 
16. Orl Fly: 
Wings and legs: hacklewise a dark grizzle hackle 
Body:   bronze Peacock hurl 
 
 



17. Green Drake: 
Ordinary pattern 
 
18. Grey Drake: 
Ordinary pattern 
 
19. Oak Fly: 
Wings:   Woodcock’s back 
Body:   Bittern hackle 
Legs:   a ginger hackle 
 
20. Green Gnat: 
Wings  
and Legs:  hacklewise, a small black cock’s hackle 
Body:   (very small) green silk 
 
21. Woodpecker Fly: 
Wings:   pale green feather of a Woodpecker’s back 
Body:   green silk 
Legs:   a black cock’s hackle 
 
22a. Brown Lady Fly: 
Body:   brown hare’s ear fur mixed with darkest otter fur 
Legs:   a grizzle hackle 
 
22b. Black Lady Fly: 
Body:   black Ostrich hurl 
Legs:   a small bright red hackle (cock?) 
 
23. Yellow Palmer Fly: 
Wings  
and legs:  hackle-wise, a ginger hackle 
Body:   yellow camlet 
Ribbing:  in larger patterns use a gold twist 
 
24. Squirrel Fly: 
Wings:   Peahen 
Body:   red squirrel fur 
Ribbing:  fine primrose silk 
Legs:   three turns of grizzly hackle 
Note: on clear streams the hackle may be omitted 
 
25. Blue Gnat: 
Wings  
and legs:  hackle-wise, a dark dun hackle 
Body:   slender, Water-rat or mole’s fur 

26. Red Fly: 
Wings:   red feather from a Partridge tail 
Body:   red squirrel’s fur 
Legs:   two turns of a ginger hackle 
 
27. Miscellaneous Unnamed Flies for Salmon-Fly Fishing: 
 
Hook: 10 
 
a. Wings  
and legs:  mealy grey cock’s hackle 
Body:   Peacock hurl 
 
b. Wings  
and legs:  a small dun hackle 
Body:   silver twist 
 
c. Wings  
and legs:  a ginger hackle 
Body:   yellow camlet 
Ribbing:  gold twist 
 
d. Wings  
and legs:  Grouse back hackle 
Body:   hare’s neck fur and orange mohair mixed in equal quantities 
 
e. Wings  
and legs:  dark red cock hackle 
Body:   gold twist 
 
f. Wings  
and legs:  a bright red stained hackle 
Body:   Peacock hurl 
 
28. Brown Night Fly: 
Wings:   brown hen feather 
Body:   same color (fur or mohair) 
 
29.White Night Fly: 
Hook:   medium worm hook 
Wings:   White Owl 
Body:   same color, as a big as a wheaten straw 
 


